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Media Outreach Tips

The op-ed or letter to the editor can be sent to local papers in your community.  It is a general piece outlining social work month and the contributions social workers make on the local level.  

The public service announcements in this section are general and can be sent to the public service director at local radio stations, highlighting NASW and social work month.  They are approximately 15 second spots.

Social Work Month 2002 has been divided into six different sections corresponding with specific weeks in March:

March 1-2 

Diversity and Community

March 3-9 

Health and Mental Health

March 10-16 
Children and Families

March 17-23 
Adolescents and Education

March 24-30 
Aging

March 31 

ATOD

Included in each section is a press release, a public service announcement, and a list of resources.  Each can, and should, be tailored using social workers and organizations in your community.   

                              Tips for Sending a Press Release

This is a simple way to inform the local media about an upcoming event or conference.  In this case, we are letting the media know about National Professional Social Work Month and the contributions social workers make to the community by providing a range of services.  The press release provides print and broadcast reporters with basic information to cover the subject.  Send the press release out to local media outlets in your community one week before the event or the dates above.  Mentioning a social worker in the community or an organization in the field will give the release a local angle—making it more newsworthy in your community.  Look for reporters who cover specific beats such as health, seniors, and education.  It’s best if you send the press release to the specific reporter.  This information can be found by calling the media outlet directly or through the many guides available.

Tips for Distributing PSAs

The best way to ensure that your radio spots get on the air is to follow the station’s guidelines as much as possible.  For information on their guidelines, contact the public service director to get a copy.  Some things to look for are deadlines, length of PSA’s accepted, and if they will produce their own.  Included in the media kit are scripts of several versions of PSA’s.  Tailor them to your local chapter or organization, and again, the more of a local angle you can bring to it, the better.  Check to see if the station will co-sponsor the PSA with you, although typically you should offer that station an exclusive if they agree.  

                                       Tips for Using the NASW Resource List

This list shows how NASW works in a united front.  There are publications, advocacy efforts and practice and programs related to the six areas.  When using any of this information in newsletters, etc, the resources could be used as a sidebar.  They can also be used as background information for reporters, or even anyone looking for more information on a particular subject.  During social work month, it’s important to point out the different ways social workers can get involved and highlight the profession—many are unaware that specialty sections are available or publications to help keep up to date on the most recent research.  These lists can help link the social worker to NASW and the profession.

General Op-Ed or Letter to the Editor

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to celebrate the efforts of social workers in our community.  Social workers, regardless of context or specialty, focus on bridging the gap between resources and services and the people who need them.  Over 15 million people use social work services every year.

According to Dr. Terry Mizrahi, President of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), “Everyday, social workers help people from all walks of life regain control of their lives.  They connect thousands of people to resources within their communities, while helping them understand and use their own personal strength to cope with life’s most daunting challenges.”

Here in ___(city or community)_________, social worker ___(name)__________, member of NASW, works to__________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Social workers can be found in schools, hospitals, community organizations, government agencies, research organizations, educational institutions, and private practices to name a few.  Over half a million professional social workers use their collective power to strengthen families, to help individuals overcome adversity, to make a significant impact on the well-being of society, and to advocate for necessary change and justice for all.  

That is the power of social work.

This can be used as either a letter to the editor or as an op-ed.  The quote can be changed to the leader of your organization—fill in the blanks with an anecdote about a social worker locally who has made a significant impact on your community.  

General Public Service Announcements

( Social workers, helping people face their toughest challenges and regain control of their lives.  Information available from the National Association of Social Workers online at www-dot-social workers-dot-org.

( Over half a million social workers in the United States to strengthen families and communities.  Information available from the National Association of Social Workers online at www-dot-social workers-dot-org.

( From community agencies to social services to psychotherapy, social workers are found in many settings. Information available from the National Association of Social Workers online at www-dot-social workers-dot-org.

( Trained professionals with the skills to help change lives.  Information about careers and degree programs in social work available online at www-dot-social workers-dot-org.

( Celebrate March as National Professional Social Work Month.  There are over half a million social workers nationwide. Information available from the National Association of Social Workers online at www-dot-social workers-dot-org.

PROCLAMATION

National Professional Social Work Month 2002

WHEREAS social workers help millions of people address social and psychological problems to improve their lives;

WHEREAS social workers bridge the gap between resources and services and the people who need them; 

WHEREAS social workers use their education, training, and commitment to strengthen individuals, families, and communities;

WHEREAS social workers assist others in overcoming adversities to make a significant impact on the well-being of society;

WHEREAS social workers shape numerous programs and policies that improve community life;

WHEREAS social workers provide services in many settings, including private practices, family counseling centers, courts, nursing homes, hospices, mental health clinics, child welfare agencies, hospitals, schools and universities, prisons, corporations, as well as public and private agencies;

NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of professional social workers and their commitment and dedication to individuals, families, and communities everywhere, I _____________________ proclaim the month of March 2002 as Professional Social Work Month and call upon all citizens to join with the National Association of Social Workers and ____(your organization)___ in celebration and support of social workers and the social work profession.

Diversity and Community Press Release

Date:

For Release:

Contact: 

Social Workers Bridge Resources to Multicultural Communities

March is National Professional Social Work Month

(City)—As the world population increases and we move to a global economy—interdependence between nations and cultures is apparent.  This is extremely evident here in the United States, especially after September 11.  Social workers bridge this gap between an increasingly mobile, industrialized and diverse society and the support needs which had typically been met within the community.

Social work practice binds the individual, the family, or the group to the larger community.  People of color and other diverse groups constitute a large portion of the population social workers serve.

Terry Mizrahi, PhD, MSW, President of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), says, “Community problems such as child welfare, youth services and elderly care have stirred a great deal of interest in discovering new ways to bring the community together to solve these problems.  In addressing these issues, though, we need to appreciate and understand different cultures—we need to accept and respect those cultural differences and find a way to negotiate them while finding solutions to bigger community problems.”

****

From the beginning of professional social work, in what has been termed the Settlement Movement, the community and its diverse networks have been forefront in social work practice.  

Mizrahi says, “Historically, social workers have always worked in the context of communities.”

As resources for formal social services dwindle, social workers increasingly fill the role of mobilizer of community resources to resolve personal problems or address public issues.  Social workers are experts at interweaving the formal and informal systems of care within our communities in order to empower others.  Social workers inherently value the diversity and multi-cultural backgrounds of those in the communities in which they work.  Recently, there have been adaptations of service delivery reflecting this understanding of cultural diversity within our communities.  NASW has recently developed cultural competency standards for social workers everywhere. 

To find a social worker near you, go to www.socialworkers.org and search the NASW Clincal register.

Information on cultural competence and community building can be found in a variety of publications available from the NASW Press, also at www.socialworkers.org.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, DC, is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with 150,000 members.  It promotes, develops and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well being of individuals, families and communities through its work and through its advocacy.

###

**** This area is reserved for specific state information regarding community building and cultural competence.  Please feel free to quote local experts on the important role social workers play in your community.

Also, a list of state resources would be ideal at the end of this release so that the journalist can point the public in the right direction in order to get the help they need.  

Diversity and Community 

Public Service Announcement

March 2002

Contact:

March is National Professional Social Work Month

Social workers are the bridge between needed resources and the individual or family within the community.  Helping to strengthen families and communities, social workers weave many systems of care together to empower others.

In March, let’s celebrate the contributions social workers make in our community—building a better, safer, and healthier place for everyone.

To find a social worker near you, go to www.socialworkers.org.

This message has been brought to you by (Station Call Letters) and the (Chapter) of the National Association of Social Workers.

Diversity and Community Resources

NASW Publications

African American Leadership: An Empowerment Tradition 

in Social Welfare History






$43.99

Close to Home: Human Services and the Small Community

$34.95

Preserving and Strengthening Small Towns and Rural 

Communities 







$36.95

Community Building: Renewal, Well-Being, and Shared 

Responsibility







$34.99

Successful Community Leadership: A Skills Guide for 

Volunteers and Professionals





$25.95

Issues in International Social Work: Global Challenges 

for a New Century







$26.95

Organizing: A Guide for Grassroots Leaders, Revised Edition
$44.99

How People Get Power, Revised Edition




$29.99

Multicultural Issues in Social Work: Practice and Research

$49.99

Multicultural Issues in Social Work




$39.99

Workplace Diversity: Issues and Perspectives



$27.95

Cultural Competence in Substance Abuse Prevention


$29.95

The Helping Tradition in the Black Family



$20.95

Social Work and the Black Experience




$32.95

Feminist Practice in the 21st Century




$34.95

The Diverse Society: Implications for Social Change


$18.95

Color in a White Society






$18.95

Advocacy

The Employment Non-discrimination Act (ENDA) S. 284 H.R. 1284 seeks to address employment discrimination practices against gay men and lesbians by including sexual orientation as a covered category similar to race, gender, and religious beliefs, when it has been determined that employment rights have been violated.

The Fair Pay Act S. 684 will amend the Fair Labor Act of 1938 to prohibit discrimination of wages on the basis of gender, race, and national origin.  It was introduced by Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA).

The Paycheck Fairness Act was introduced in the House by Representative Rosa Delauro (D-CT) and in the Senate by Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD).  This bill focuses on effective remedies for victims of discrimination in the payment of wages based on sex and for other purposes.

Program, Policy and Practice

NEW!  NASW Standards for Cultural Competence—available from the NASW Press.

Health and Mental Health Press Release

Date:

For release

Contact: 

Social Workers Promote Health—Both Physical Health and Mental Health
March is National Professional Social Work Month

(city)—Social workers know that mental health is fundamental to physical health, just as physical health affects mental health.  Social workers advocate for quality healthcare and mental health parity for everyone.  The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) is at the forefront of this battle.

Social workers are the nation’s leading providers of mental health and therapy services.  They also provide direct services in healthcare settings to patients and their families.  They are a key part of an interdisciplinary healthcare team providing for follow-up services, such as discharge planning and evaluation, as well as administration and research.  

In the unprecedented report on mental health, Dr. David Satcher, Surgeon General of the Unites States says that nearly one in five Americans are affected by mental illness in any given year.  Social workers are among many who support mental health parity.

“Social workers everywhere advocate for change.  People need to have access to healthcare and mental health services on an equal basis.  There are some 44 million Americans without health insurance—in a country of such wealth, that is unacceptable.  Social workers guide those in need through the systems to help them get the care they need,” says Dr. Elizabeth J. Clark, Executive Director of NASW.  

******

About 10 percent of the adult population seek mental health services through the health sector in any given year.  Another 5 percent receive services through social service agencies, schools, or religious or self-help groups.  

“Critical gaps exist between those who need service and those who receive service,” says Clark.  “Social workers provide services in the context of the individual and the family, or in the community, or society as a whole.  Services must be provided in a way that is sensitive to the needs and perspectives of other cultures or ethnic backgrounds,” she adds. 

To find a social worker in your community, go to www.socialworkers.org and search NASW’s Clinical Register.

More information about the Patient’s Bill of Rights and Mental Health Parity can be found on the website www.socialworkers.org under “advocacy”.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, DC, is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with 150,000 members.  It promotes, develops and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well being of individuals, families and communities through its work and through its advocacy.

###

*****Again, it is useful to quote local experts on mental health issues in this space.

Health and Mental Health 

Public Service Announcement
March 2002

Contact:

March is National Professional Social Work Month

Social workers are the nation’s largest providers of mental health and therapy services.  Nearly one in five Americans are affected by mental illness each year. Social workers help the underserved access the health care they need in their communities.  

In March, let’s celebrate the contributions social workers make in your community in order to make sure all those who need mental health and health services receive care.

To find a social worker near you, go to www.socialworkers.org.

This message has been brought to you by (Station Call Letters) and the (Chapter) of the National Association of Social Workers.

Health and Mental Health Resources

NASW Publications

Humane Managed Care?






$29.95

Brief Therapy and Managed Care: Readings for 

Contemporary Practice






$40.95

The UCSF AIDS Health Project Guide to Counseling: 

Perspectives on Psychotherpay, Prevention, and 

Therapeutic Practice






$34.95

The Handbook of Managed Behavioral Healthcare: A Complete 

and Up-to-Date Guide for Students and Practitioners


$32.95

Social Support Systems in Practice: A generalist Approach

$21.95

Working with the Core relationship Problem in Psychotherapy: 

A handbook for Clinicians






$39.95

Advocacy

Clincal Social Work Medicare Equity Act (CSWMEA) S. 1083 H.R. 2294 is intended to rectify the problem that clinical social workers in some areas of the United States are being denied Medicare Part B reimbursement for psychotherapy services furnished to skilled nursing facility patients.

The Bipartisan Patient Protection Act of 2001 S. 1052 H.R. 2563 passed both the Senate and the House although a conference committee will be convened to reconcile the differences.  NASW supports the Senate version co-sponsored by Senators McCain (R-AZ), Edwards(D-NC) and Kennedy (D-MA).  

The Mental Health Equitable Treatment Act of 2001 S. 543 cosponsored by Senators Pete Domenici (R-NM) and Paul Wellstone (D-MN). NASW strongly advocates for the quick passage of both the reauthorization of the 1996 Act as well as the expansion of mental health parity as embodied by either S. 543, H.R. 162, or the Domenici-Wellstone Amendment to S. 1536. Congress cannot let the First Session of the 107th Congress end without taking up mental health parity.

Program, Policy and Practice

NASW continues its work with the American Red Cross Disaster Mental Health Project.  Social workers continue to be the largest numbers of providers of this service.

NASW participated in the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JHACO) as an opportunity to advocate for social workers and their issues.  NASW was the only social work organization at the meeting.

The American Public Health Advisory on the Maternal and Child Health Project is working with identified states on improving maternal and child health outcomes.  It’s funded by a grant from Colgate and NASW is a member of the advisory committee.

NASW and the American Psychological Association will develop a two-part training series with Local AIDS Services Organization.  NASW will also be part of the National AIDS Update Conference 2002 Steering Committee.

The NASW Private Practice Section exists to provide its members with networking, education, advocacy, and business tools to succeed in independent practice.  Private practice has long been a viable and bona fide practice setting for social workers. It is imperative and urgent that the Private Practice Section provides practitioners with a collective voice in NASW, enhances practitioners' capacity for success in a new health care environment, and assists practitioners in preserving best practices regardless of the health care environment. 

Child, Youth and Family Press Release

Date:

For Release:

Contact:

Social Workers Encourage Safe and Stable Families

March is National Professional Social Work Month

(City)—For many American children, stability, safety and well-being is a distant dream.  Racism, poverty, violence and abuse of alcohol and drugs impinge on the life of every child in the United States.  Social workers working within the child welfare community provide a variety of services to preserve the family—including counseling, helping families gain access to a range of services such as health care, mental health services, child care, and housing.

Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW, MPH, Executive Director of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) says, “The problems that children and families face today are intertwined with the stability of housing, employment, income, health and mental health.”

“Strengthening families and providing family support are the priorities of social workers in every community.  When families are unable to perform the roles expected of them, they may come under great stress and deep stigma before they can get the help they need.  Social workers are there to assist them in fulfilling their roles and strengthening the family unit.”

*****

Increases in substance abuse, school dropouts, teenage pregnancies, suicide attempts, family violence, and stress-related health disorders are as rooted in societal failures as family dysfunction.  However, solutions often focus on single symptoms rather than on root causes.  Families may have multiple services—each addressing a different facet of the family functioning.  Social workers reframe these problems and treat them as family and community issues, therefore treating the root of the problems.  

“The family support network is key to effective intervention of problems,” says Clark.

Social workers working with children and families promote parenting and access to services, advocate for safe and affordable housing, and encourage the family to self-sufficiency.  

To find a social worker in your community, go to www.socialworkers.org.

 The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, DC, is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with 150,000 members.  It promotes, develops and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well being of individuals, families and communities through its work and through its advocacy.

###

*****Look for best practices in your community—quote a leader in the children and families field.  Give an example of a community group focused on working with children and families.

Children, Youth and Families 

Public Service Announcement

March 2002

Contact:

March is National Professional Social Work Month

Many families face problems such as lack of stable housing, employment and income.  Social workers help strengthen families and provide family support by helping them gain access to a range of services.  Social workers promote positive parenting and encourage self-sufficiency.

In March, let’s celebrate the contributions social workers make to strengthen families in your community.

To find a social worker near you, go to www.socialworkers.org.

This message has been brought to you by (Station Call letters) and the (Chapter) of the National Association of Social Workers.

Children, Youth and Families Resources

NASW Publications
Making Choices: Social Problem-Solving Skills for Children

$33.99

Risk and Resilience in Childhood: An Ecological Perspective

$44.99

Children of Color: Psychological Interventions with Culturally 

Diverse Youth







$29.95

Clinical Intervention with Families





$39.99

Advocacy

Child Protection Services Improvement Act H.R. 1371 introduced by Representative Pete Stark (D-CA) would provide grants to states to improve the child welfare workforce—education, training, caseloads, and supervision—and to provide loan forgiveness for child welfare staff.  NASW worked with Representative Stark on the bill and has endorsed the legislation.

Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) NASW is currently working on the reauthorization of this legislation. NASW is part of a working group that has developed recommendations for legislation.  CAPTA provides funds to states to improve their child welfare infrastructure, to community-based organizations for prevention activities and for research and innovative projects.

Promoting Safe and Stable Families (PSSF) is also up for reauthorization this year.  The program, last reauthorized in 1997 as part of the Adoption and Safe Families Act (P.L. 105-89), provides funds for family preservation services for families in crisis, family support services to promote child and family well-being, time-limited family reunification services, and adoption promotion and support services.

Adolescent and Education Press Release
Date:

For Release

Contact:

Social Workers Support Positive Youth Development

March is National Professional Social Work Month

(City)—Youth development has become a national priority in recent years.  As youth violence in schools took over headlines, the public demanded more attention to safety in schools and programs to promote positive youth development.  Social workers—in schools particularly—help to ensure that the youth of today are prepared to become the leaders of tomorrow.  Social workers lead children towards success by focusing on the positive attributes that adolescents bring forth.

Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW. MPH, Executive Director of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) says, “Social workers inspire, encourage, and empower youth.  Adolescent experiences—such as intense emotional and physical changes—prepare many youth to become future decision-makers and leaders.  Others may need the help of a school social worker to realize their potential and gain the same success.”

The school social worker, according to Clark, is the link between the school, the family and the community.  By working with parents, teachers and communities, the school social worker focuses on the assets and the potential of the adolescent and helps him or her overcome problems that may hinder learning.

*****

Social workers, along with others, are actively working to ensure that all young people acquire the competencies, character, and protection they need to seize the opportunities that lie ahead.

To find a social worker in your community, or to find more information on school social work, go to www.socialworkers.org.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, DC, is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with 150,000 members.  It promotes, develops and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well being of individuals, families and communities through its work and through its advocacy.

###

*****In your community, what schools utilize the services of a school social worker, quote the principal or superintendent of a school system.  If your schools have benefited from a grant through ESCDA, talk about how that grant has been a benefit in your community.

Adolescents and Education 

Public Service Announcement
March 2002

Contact:

March is National Professional Social Work Month

Social workers inspire, encourage, and empower youth, preparing them to become future leaders and decision-makers.  In schools, they are the link between parents, teachers, and the community—focusing on the assets and potential of today’s youth.

Social workers support positive youth development in your community.  In March, let’s celebrate those contributions.

Adolescents and Education Resources

NASW Publications

Peace Power for Adolescents: Strategies for a 

Culture of Nonviolence






$39.99

Youth Violence: Current Research and Recent Practice 

Innovations








$39.99

Multisystem Skills and Interventions in School Social 

Work Practice







$39.99

Lesbian and Gay Youth






$22.95

Treating Adolescents






$29.95

The Harvard Medical Guide to Suicide Assessment and 

Intervention








$59.95

Advocacy

NASW’s top legislative priority in the area of education continues to be reauthorization and funding of the school counseling program—The Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Improvement Act. This discretionary program provides grants to school districts to establish or expand comprehensive counseling programs through the hiring of school social workers, school psychologists, and school counselors.  This was incorporated into the much larger education legislation—the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary education Act (ESEA) H.R. 1.

NASW was successful in its advocacy on another amendment to ESEA which makes the recruitment of and professional development for pupil services personnel—which includes school social workers—an allowable use of federal funds under Title II of the Senate-passed ESEA bill.

NASW is supporting full funding for Title I—Education for Disadvantaged Students, and IDEA—Individuals with Disabilities Education Act—and new language allowing Safe and Drug Free Schools funding to be used for mental health services. 

Program, Policy and Practice
The Partners in Program Planning for Adolescent Health (PIPPAH) project received its second cooperative agreement with the Office of Adolescent Health in the Maternal and Child Health Bureau of the Health Resources Services Administration.  The five-year agreement, for $500,000, allows NASW to continue promoting adolescent health issues with our members and as part of a larger, multidisciplinary effort.

The School Social Work Section of the National Association of Social Workers will serve its members and clients by:

· Enhancing the full educational and human potential of all students and their families through the sound and continuous development of school social work practice, improving the knowledge base for such practice and promoting professional development related to improved practice.

· Promoting and advancing sound public policies and programs to meet the needs of the profession and its clients.

· Promoting activities appropriate to strengthening and unifying school social work, enhancing public recognition and knowledge of school social work, and encouraging the expansion of school social work services.

Aging Press Release
Date:

For Release

Contact: Chapter Information
Social Workers Address Challenges

of the Nation’s Aging Population

March is National Professional Social Work Month

(city)—Today, professional social workers are prominent leaders promoting, advocating for and delivering services for older adults.  The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) recognizes the contributions of those social workers who work with older adults, everyday, everywhere.

Populations worldwide are aging, and longevity is increasing.  Many older adults are healthy, educated, financially secure, politically astute, and independent.  These trends will continue well into the future says Leonard Kaye, DSW, Chair of NASW’s practice section on aging.

“While we frequently paint an exceedingly pessimistic picture of the older adult, that view is extremely narrow,” says Kaye.  “There is an expanding segment of the older adult population experiencing an active, successful and vital aging experience,” he adds.

Social workers provide services for the aging in a variety of areas—access services, community-based services, in-home services and institutional services.  While social workers deal with such issues as dementia or Alzheimer’s disease, depression, heart disease and other long-term illnesses, there will be a boom in other services as well. These include wellness promotion, lifelong learning, second careers preparation, genotherapy, self-help and mutual aid, retirement planning, travel, exercise and recreation, and related intervention for the new generation of older adults.

**

Social work for the aging population focuses on both dependent and needy older adults as well as the independent with other kinds of needs and the many who fall in between the two extremes.  

Social workers will continue to be a vital resource for aging populations.  They will project emerging needs for this older demographic, research ways to meet those needs, and face future challenges around the booming aging population head on.

To find a social worker in your area who works with the aging, please search the NASW clinical register at www.socialworkers.org.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, DC, is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with 150,000 members.  It promotes, develops and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well being of individuals, families and communities through its work and through its advocacy.

###

** Please feel free to add information about aging services in your state.  These resources are a benefit to the public and providing them to the journalist is important in getting that information to the public.  If you do not add state specific information, please remember to delete the asterisks!  

Aging Public Service Announcement

March 2002

Contact:

March is National Professional Social Work Month

Many Americans are living longer, healthier, and more active lives.  Still, others face challenges in healthcare, long-term care, and even employment—social workers help overcome these barriers and together with family and friends, help the older person live a full life.

In March, let’s celebrate the contributions that social workers make in order to help the aging in your community.

To find a social worker near you, go to www.socialworkers.org.

This message has been brought to you by (Station Call Letters) and the (Chapter) of the National Association of Social Workers.

Aging Resources

NASW Publications

Aging and Social Work: The Changing Landscape


$39.99

Gerontology for Health Professionals: A Practice Guide, 

2nd Edition








$34.99

The Field of Adult Services: Social Work Practice and 

Administration







$34.95

Counseling the Older Adult: A Training Manual in 

Clinical Gerontology, 2nd Edition





$28.95

Innovative Behavioral Healthcare for Older Adults: A 

Guidebook for Changing Times





$34.95

Treating the Elderly







$27.95

Advocacy

The Committee on Social Security was appointed in May.  It is comprised of eight Democrats and eight Republicans.  The interim report released on July 19, 2001 showed a preference towards privatization.  NASW is against any privatization of social security.

Program, Policy and Practice

The NASW Section on Aging consists of over 1800 members who seek to link policy and practice issues unique to aging. The NASW Section on Aging: 

· advocates for public policies that affect the well-being of older people, their families, and their communities; 

· develops collaborations with consumers and organizations in the field of aging; 

· encourages research to advance knowledge and enhance practice in aging 

· increases awareness of issues on aging; and 

· promotes education and training. 

ATOD Press Release

Date:

For Release

Contact:

Recovery Has Many Doors…Social Workers Hold the Keys
March is National Professional Social Work Month

April is Alcohol Awareness Month

(City)—Addictions touch the lives of many people, including family members, friends, significant others, co-workers, neighbors and the community. Social workers are faced with problems caused by addictions whether they work in settings such as child welfare, health, schools, or private practice.

According to Nancy Bateman, LCSW-C, CAC, Senior Staff Associate in Behavioral Health at the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), social workers are prominent in the field of addiction issues. “Social workers are helping those affected by addiction get past the obstacles of shame and stigma to get into recovery.”  

*****

Alcohol is the primary drug of abuse for youth. Research shows that about 10 million Americans between ages 12 to 20 years had at least one drink last month. These numbers fuel alcohol’s association with the leading causes of death and injuries among teenagers and young adults. Social workers in schools encounter students struggling with abuse and addiction issues as well as alcohol and drug abuse and addiction by their family members. 

Many social workers work directly in the addictions treatment field.  They develop and run programs, and provide group, family and individual treatment—educating both clients and the community about the hope of recovery.  Social workers in child welfare often run into problems ultimately caused by alcohol or drug abuse and addiction.  Family members become entrenched in their addictions, unable to care for their children.  

Overall, says Bateman, social workers continue to bring to light the larger picture of addictions and the barriers to recovery.  “Millions of Americans are in recovery, leading happy, productive lives.  Thousands more recover each year.  It can be done, there is hope," she adds.

To find a social worker in your community, go to www.socialworkers.org and search NASW’s clinical register.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, DC, is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with 150,000 members.  It promotes, develops and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well being of individuals, families and communities through its work and through its advocacy.

###

*****Use a local drug treatment facility as an example—quote a leader in your community.

ATOD Public Service Announcement

March 2002

Contact:

March is National Professional Social Work Month

Drug and alcohol abuse touches the lives of many people, including families, friends and neighbors.  Recovery from addictions and abuse has many doors and professional social workers hold the keys.  

Many social workers in the field of addictions treat and educate people about recovery and the many options to reach that goal.

In March, let’s celebrate the contributions social workers make in your community—helping others overcome the barriers to recovery.

To find a social worker near you, go to www.socialworkers.org.

This message has been brought to you by (Station Call Letters) and the (Chapter) of the National Association of Social Workers

ATOD Resources

NASW Publications

Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs: Challenging Myths,

Assessing Theories, Individualizing Interventions


$39.99

Cultural Competence in Substance Abuse Prevention


$29.95

Program, Policy and Practice

NASW was part of the Entertainment Industry Council Capitol Hill preview of the Prism Awards—which are supported by NIDA.  The awards recognize those in the entertainment industry who aim to help educate the public on the dangers of drug, alcohol, and tobacco use and addiction.

The Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) convened a Workforce Action Group Meeting to talk about CSAT’s plan to spearhead a national research effort to gather national data about the workforce delivering substance abuse services.  The Workforce Action Group, of which NASW is a part, made recommendations on the potential uses of data from the survey, gaps in current knowledge, parameters of the survey, and design.

The NASW Section on Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs (ATOD) provides a community for social workers who are concerned with individuals, families, and communities affected by ATOD problems. The Section, open to all NASW members, works to promote networking, education, training, research, advocacy, policy development and direct practice as they relate to ATOD issues. 










Media Outreach Tips


Letter to the Editor/Op-Ed Template


Proclamation


General Radio Public Service Announcements





Press Releases/PSA/NASW Resources:





Diversity and Community Issues


Health and Mental Health Issues


Children and Families Issues


Adolescents and Education Issues


Aging Issues


ATOD Issues
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