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Dear Friends and Colleagues:

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) celebrates and supports the work of over half a million professional social workers in the United States during National Professional Social Work Month.  Social work relies on the power of many people thinking, working, and acting together to create positive change in communities everywhere.

This year’s theme—The Power of Social Work. Community Needs. Human Connections—focuses on an essential root of social work practice.  The Settlement House movement, a core of social work practice, began in the community with individuals, groups and organizations. This year, especially after the events of September 11, the collective strength of our neighborhoods is even more evident.  There has never been a better time to unite efforts in our community.

Everyday, social workers help people from all walks of life maximize control of their lives.  They connect thousands of people to appropriate resources, help them understand and use their own personal power to overcome life’s adversities, and shape the programs and policies that strengthen community life. Social workers improve the quality of life and create optimum social conditions for everyone.

We saw this phenomena up close in New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, DC. 

We hope you will use the enclosed materials to inform others about social work.  As NASW launches the national campaign for National Professional Social Work Month, we encourage you to be active in highlighting the valuable contribution of social workers across the country.

Thank you for your continued commitment to social work.

Sincerely, 
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Terry Mizrahi, PhD, MSW
       Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW, MPH   

President


       Executive Director
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