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Dear Delegates,

It's now been several months, and we've had some time to better process our South African experience. Becky Myers, Cudore Snell and I have been completing the delegation leaders’ journal, which is attached. We want to thank several delegates for their assistance, especially Richard Jones and Linda Engel who contributed parts of their journals, Mary N. Jones who sent photographs, and Stephen Ragsdale who took our group picture. I also want to thank my assistant, David Miller, who tried to tie all of our disparate entries into one cohesive whole. 

Many people have asked me why the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) partners with the People to People Ambassador Program for trips such as ours. We do so because we agree with the tenets of the program which were established by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956.  He believed that direct interaction between ordinary citizens around the world can promote cultural understanding and world peace.  His goals nicely match the philosophy of NASW's Social Workers Across Nations (SWAN) initiative to strengthen social work around the world.  We are particularly interested in capacity building, and the three programs we have conducted with People to People thus far – China, Cambodia and South Africa – all fit within our mission. We hope many of you will be interested in being a part of the SWAN program in the future. 

The four specific goals for our South African trip were: 

· Understand how social services are being delivered in South Africa and observe social service practices for the populations they serve.

· Compare our social services systems, discuss our common problems, and evaluate areas for further collaboration.

· View firsthand ways in which the evolving relations between our countries affect our social service systems.
· Experience the culture in ways that most travelers never do – including a guided journey along the Cape of Good Hope.

We believe all of these goals were met. We learned what it is like doing social work in South Africa, often under some very harsh conditions and with exceptionally limited resources. We witnessed, once again, the indomitable spirit of individuals who choose to make helping others their life work, and that social workers in every country have the goal of building a more compassionate and caring world.     

We met social work educators and visited universities where the principles and ethics of social work are being taught. We also deepened our understanding of the effects of Apartheid and of the heroic leadership of individuals such as Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu. We learned of great sacrifices and great accomplishments. We also recognized many similarities to segregation and the Civil Rights Movement in the United States. It somehow seemed very fitting to return from South Africa to witness the election of a President who had roots on both continents. 
It will take some time to actually understand and use the lessons learned during our trip. We hope all of you found the experience as rewarding as we did. 
I want to thank my co-leaders, the People to People staff who helped with all the arrangements, and our wonderful guides, especially our lead guide Johann von Doesburgh, who made us welcome and took care of our every comfort.  And I want to thank all 110 of you who undertook this remarkable journey with us. I hope to see some of you on future trips. 

Yours truly,

Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW, MPH

Executive Director, NASW
Delegation Leader, People to People Ambassador Program
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